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Seven interlinked plants will work together to pro-
duce methyl methacrylate (MMA), further methacrylic 
monomers (trademarked VISIOMER®) and polymethyl 
methacrylate (PMMA).

The main focus is on the rapidly growing Chinese mar-
ket, but the plants are also included in the worldwide 
logistics chain via global sales planning. Shanghai, with 
its very good infrastructure, is an excellent base for such 
operations. 

The fi rst plant successfully started up in the third quar-
ter of 2008. 

In December 2008, the multipurpose unit for producing 
high-quality methacrylate specialty esters (trademarked 
VISIOMER®) went on stream. These monomers are pre-
dominantly used in the plastics and adhesives industries, 
but also in the coatings industry. With this unit, Evonik 
Industries is considerably boosting its production cap a-
city for this product group and supplies customers all over 
the world with high-quality monomers from Shanghai. 

Further plants belonging to the integrated network are 
set to go into operation in the course of 2009, like the 
MMA facility with an annual capacity of 100 kt. 

At ECS 2009, the Acrylic Monomers Business Line 
will, for the fi rst time, present all the products in its 
sales range under the new trademark VISIOMER®.

The methacrylic monomers sold so far under diff e-
rent regional names and brands will from now on be 
marketed worldwide under the umbrella trademark 
VISIOMER®.

“With this step we are responding to our globalized 
production and business”, comments Senior Vice 
President & General Manager Acrylic Monomers 
Thomas Müller. The sales range of the Performance 
Polymers Business Unit comprises over 60 monomers 
derived from methyl methacrylate (MMA), which are 
mainly used in the coatings, plastics and adhesives 
industries, but also play a major role as raw materials 
for cosmetics and contact lenses.

VISIOMER® stands for the reliable provision of our 
customers with high-quality standard and perfor-
mance monomers manufactured at production sites in 
Europe, the USA and China, including the competent 
and creative development of specifi c solutions together 
with our customers. 

New powder coating 
crosslinker VESTAGON® 
EP-HA 376
In late 2008, the Business Line Crosslinkers expanded its 
product portfolio of hydroxyalkylamide crosslinkers for 
powder coatings.

VESTAGON EP-HA 376 is designed to help formulators 
make HAA powder coatings with

· Less yellowing when cured in direct fi red gas ovens
· Excellent color stability

Like VESTAGON HA 320 the new hydroxyalkylamide 
crosslinker is non-hazardous.

Physical properties are similar to the excellent coatings 
formulated with the standard grade VESTAGON HA 
320. The scale-up of production went very successfully. 
Commercial quantities are available.
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auxi liary is used during production, so the customer 
obtains an extremely “pure” product. Clear coating fi lms 
using this product are signifi cantly more transparent 
than those obtained from products manufactured by the 
suspension process. In addition, fi lms in pigmented form 
show noticeable improvement in gloss, faster hardness 
development, pigment uptake, compatibility with other 
binders, and adhesion to a very wide range of substrates. 
These are clear advantages to our customers using these 
products.

The products manufactured in the new plant are used 
particularly for industrial coatings, for example, in coat-
ings for ships, containers, and plastics, and also as bind-
ers in printing inks and ceramic transfer coatings. 

The plant is scheduled to begin operating in the second 
half of this year.

Part of the production facility in Shanghai
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The New Brand for Methacrylic Monomers




